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pacterial action. Plants take up sulphur as Sulphates.‘
s to hydrogen sulphide which is changed to sulphates again. A simplified s{llphur
ented in Fig 20.4. Sulphur in coal and petroleum yields sulphur dioxide gas upon
| A number of metals occur as sulphide or sulphate deposits which during their
_ocessing operations give rise mostly to sulphur dioxide gas. Sulphur dioxide is
osponding acid which, finally, yields sulphates which are ultimately added to

ntent of the environment. Some sulphur is also added to the soil or to aquatic
1t of volcanic activity.

. two major factors contributed by human being, which disturb the natural sulphur
- <tion of fossil fuels yields an enormous amount of sulphur dioxide worldwide.
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It is the injection of sulphur into the atmosphere, which has been causing great Mol
lot of sulphur is added to atmosphere as a result of mining and processing operatiopq ™M, A
extraction of metals. Volcanic emissions, which are the only known natural source g
dioxide, have been estimated to contribute 2 x 10”10 5 % 10” kg of sulphur per year, While

annual amount of industrial sulphur injected into the atmosphere is thought to be abg 835 Il hﬁ
!\'g. Sulphur dioxide is a serious local pollutant with a wide range of harmful effects. 1 his “
Is mainly responsible for causing acid rains. Rapid exploitation of sulphur deposits s ano
fea.ture, which causes anxiety to us. These deposits are believed to have been produce p,
activity of anaerobic bacteria (Baggiota sp) from hydrogen sulphide gas. We are um\lninm‘,
these deposits faster than they are formed naturally. A day might come when there wijj . i
good deposits of sulphur left for human use. !
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Fig.20.4. Sulphur cycle.
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